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God calls all members of Our Savior’s Lutheran to +WELCOME all to faith in Jesus Christ  

+WORSHIP our Lord and Savior +EQUIP us for a faith that works in real life  

+SEND us into the world to minister in Jesus’ name. 
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Interim Pastor ..................................................................... Rev. Mark J. Hendrickson 

Bookkeeper ..............................................................................................Laura Bagan 

Parish Nurse/Health Ministry Coordinator ............................................Becky Kneer 

Custodian ......................................................................................... Lynn Borcherding 

Music Minister/Organist .................................................................... Michaela Gifford 

Administrative Assistant .................................................................... Kathi Lehmann 

Sunday School Coordinator ................................................................Jeanie Gagner 

Senior Choir Director ........................................................................... Rob Mondlock 

Joy Choir Director ...........................................................................Tami Borcherding 

Jubilee Choir Director .........................................................................Kate Kasmarek 

Bells Angels Director .................................................................................Apryl Price 

Librarians ..........................................................................Sylvia Nelson, Joleen Sterk 

Nursery Attendant ..................................................................................Nancy Ohvall 

Our Savior’s Preschool  Director/Teacher Tami Borcherding 
 Teachers: Lisa Brogan, Kay Wurm 

Missionaries …………………………………………Patrick & Jacqueline Bencke, Japan 
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Leadership Directory 

Church Council (2011)  
 Amy Eitrheim.................................... (715)235-4200 
 Ken Applehans................................. (715)235-7040 
 Jenna Creaser ................................. (715)664-8209 
 Mark Kalscheur ................................ (715)235-6350 
 Barb Lindberg .................................. (715)235-4805 
 Troy Peickert.................................... (715)235-0515 
 Scott Barnhart .................................. (715)556-6665 
 Lisa Brogan...................................... (715)235-1442 
 Cal Christianson............................... (715)235-5955 
 

Archives Team  
 Jo Keller........................................... (715)235-0770 
 Muriel Mikkelson .............................. (715)235-1671 
 Marie Young..................................... (715)235-4690 
 

Education Committee 
 Jenna Creaser ................................. (715)664-8209 
 Jeanie Gagner ................................. (715)235-8286 
 Beth Mason...................................... (715)309-2234 
 Jennifer Palmer................................ (715)556-6941 
 Kathy Peickert.................................. (715)235-0515 
 Ruth Seppa...................................... (715)233-0554 
 Steve & Stacey Siegle ..................... (715)233-0459 
 

Finance Committee  
 Laura Bagan .................................... (715)235-8229 
 Mark Forster..................................... (715)235-8048 
 Tom Johnson ................................... (715)235-2569 
 Mark Kalscheur (Treasurer) ............. (715)235-6350 
 Arvin Solsaa..................................... (715)232-8320 
 Brad Waznik..................................... (715)235-1382 
 

Global Missions Committee  
 Deanna Applehans .......................... (715)235-7040 
 Joan Keller....................................... (715)235-0770 
 Marge Kunkel................................... (715)235-7740 
 Mary Olson....................................... (715)235-9260 
 

Health Ministry Committee  
 Megan Bayrd.................................... (715)235-3421 
 Lisa Brogan...................................... (715)235-1442 
 Pat Edwards..................................... (715)235-0469 
 Paul Horvath .................................... (715)235-3421 
 Becky Kneer...............................(715)235-0693 x17 
 Peg Kolden ...................................... (715)235-6522 
 Kay Yost........................................... (715)235-8160 
 

Librarians  
 Sylvia Nelson ................................... (715)235-7631 
 Joleen Sterk..................................... (715)235-5909 
 

Mission Endowment Board  
 David Bergstrand ............................. (715)235-6038 
 Karen Fruit ....................................... (715)235-4408 
 Kara James...................................... (715)233-3118 
 Mark Kalscheur ................................ (715)235-6350 
 Don Kuether..................................... (715)235-8351 
 Kathy Peickert.................................. (715)235-0515 

Property and Management Committee 
 Scott Barnhart...................................(715)556-6665 
 David Bergstrand..............................(715)235-6038 
 Lynn Borcherding .............................(715)235-6081 
 Dan Debee .......................................(715)308-7312 
 Lori Debee ........................................(715)235-7149 
 Tim Frank .........................................(715)235-2395 
 Don Kuether .....................................(715)235-8351 
 Mary Solberg ....................................(715)619-0097 
 John Taylor.......................................(715)505-3536 
 

Social Concerns Committee  
 Penni Bostelman ..............................(715)309-2107 
 Jill Jolliff ............................................(715)309-2107 
 Mark & Sonya Kalscheur ..................(715)235-6350 
 Steve & Stacey Siegle ......................(715)233-0459 
 

Technology Committee  
 Tim Lehmann....................................(715)235-8839 
 Jeff Ohvall.........................................(715)235-4611 
 Troy Peickert ....................................(715)235-0515 
 

Transition Task Force  
 Ted Bensen ......................................(715)235-7807 
 Amy Eitrheim ....................................(715)235-4200 
 Dan Debee .......................................(715)308-7312 
 Pr. Mark Hendrickson ................(715)235-0693 x14 
 Elna Johnson....................................(715)235-5868 
 Laurie Knutson .................................(715)643-3115 
 Kristine Lemke..................................(715)235-7920 
 Jeff Ohvall.........................................(715)235-4611 
 Barbara Solsaa.................................(715)232-8320 
 

Worship Committee  
 Ted Bensen ......................................(715)235-7807 
 Michaela Gifford ...............................(715)235-5224 
 RoseAnn Husby................................(715)235-9548 
 Kristine Lemke..................................(715)235-7920 
 Rob Mondlock...................................(715)235-2867 
 Jeffrey Ohvall (Chair)........................(715)235-4611 
 Troy Peickert ....................................(715)235-0515 
 

Youth Committee  
 Liddy Achter......................................(715)233-0587 
 Penni Bostelman ..............................(715)309-2107 
 Laura Lecheler..................................(715)235-6414 
 Barb Lindberg ...................................(715)235-4805 
 

OSL Women Executive Board  
 Donna Albrecht (President) ...........................(715)235-7374 
 Mary Busalacchi (Vice-President) .................(715)619-0097 
 Holly Wagner (Past President) ......................(715)235-0815 
 Sue Russo (Secretary) ..................................(715)235-4027 
 Kathy Hirsch (Mission Community) ...............(715)235-8235 
 Cheryl Gilbertson-Merrill (Mission Growth)....(715)235-0900 
 Judy Kirk (Mission Action) .............................(715)235-6481 
 Kristine Lemke (Mission Action) ....................(715)235-7920 
 Mary Langford (Serving Minister Coord.) ......(715)235-4879 
 Jan Willow (A.M.er’s Bible Study)..................(715)235-9571 
 Avis Smithback (Leah Bible Study) ...............(715)233-0278 
 Carol Egan (Wednesday Elliot Bible Study) ..(715)235-7572 
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Dear Congregations of the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, 
 
How quickly we complain when we are unhappy or disappointed. How seldom we say “thank you” when we are 
appreciative. Perhaps you’ve heard that it takes over 20 positive affirmations to counter-balance the effect of one 
negative criticism. 
 
Because of the office I hold, I am often caught in the crossfire of whatever complaints members, congregations, or 
rostered leaders might have. This isn’t surprising because when we are unhappy or up-set, we tend to be highly 
motivated to express ourselves, especially in this era of internet anonymity. But when we are appreciative, we too 
often remain silent. 
 
Thus, at a time when expressions of thanks seem to be few and far between, I think it is important as the pastor of 
the synod that I express my thanks to you: 
 

• Thank you for all the ways you live out your baptismal vocation in everyday life, living for Jesus in whatever 
arena you find yourself, following the Lord as a disciple Monday through Saturday, not just on Sunday. 

 
• Thank you for every effort your congregation makes to live beyond itself in Jesus’ name for the sake of 

neighbor. Keep centering everything you do in God’s call to engage the world. 
 
• Thank you for seeking to be a transformative community dedicated to witness and service, healing the 

fractures of the world, and living for the sake of others though Gospel witness and work. 
 
• Thank you for the countless ways that you have blessed me and my staff as we support one another in living 

as God’s missionary people. 
 
As you review your congregation’s annual report, celebrating your mission of the past year, and as you gear up to 
worship, witness, and serve in 2012, may the Spirit blow mightily in and through you! 
 

 
Duane C. Pederson, Bishop 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin - ELCA 
 
 
 

Walking together �� for the sake of mission �� in God’s world. 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
12:00 p.m., Sunday, February 12, 2012 

Agenda 
 
 
 1. Fellowship and meal 
 
 2. Devotions—Pastor Hendrickson 
 
 3. Call to Order—Amy Eitrheim, Council President 
 
 4. Attendance record circulated 
 
 5. Appointment of Leslie Frost to preside at this meeting 
 
 6. Adoption of Rules of Procedure for Call Committee 
 

 7. Presentation of 2011 Financial Report/ Adoption of 2012 OSL Budget 
 
 8. Report of the Nominating Committee 
 

·  Election of Council (three people) 
Council excused to elect their officers 

·  Election of Synod Assembly representatives (three people) 
·  Election of Luther Park Annual Meeting representatives (three people) 
·  Election of American Lutheran Home representatives (two people) 
·  Election of 2012 Nominating Committee (five people) 

 
 9. Report of the Transition Task Force 
 
 10. Committee Reports 
 
 11. New Business 
 

·  Election of the Call Committee 
 
If a recess is needed, the meeting will continue with: 
 
 12. Report of the Interim Pastor 
 
 13. Proposal to rescind the 2011 Special Meeting action to retain the Lombard Mennonite Center 
 
 14. Other New Business 
 
 13. Adjourn with Lord’s Prayer 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, February 13, 2011 
 

At 12:17 p.m., Interim Pastor Mark Hendrickson led the assembled members of the congregation with devotions. 
With the absence of a Council, Pastor Hendrickson then called the meeting to order. Attendance sheets were 
circulated for signatures. 
 
Due to the absence of a Council, the congregation unanimously consented to appoint Leslie Frost, synod 
parliamentarian, to preside at the meeting. The congregation also gave unanimous consent to Deanna Applehans 
to serve as secretary pro tem and Kris Lemke to serve as timekeeper. The congregation adopted the agenda. 
The rules of procedure were read to the congregation. A motion was made by Arvin Solsaa to accept the rules of 
procedure as read. The motion was seconded. No discussion followed. Motion carried. 
 
The secretary reports were printed in the annual report. A motion was made by Arvin Solsaa to accept the reports 
as written. The motion was seconded. No discussion followed. Motion carried. 
 
Pastor Hendrickson gave the Interim Pastor report. 
 
New Business: 
Pastor Don Wisner gave the report of the Nominating Committee. Seven members agreed to have his/her name 
placed on the OSL Church Council. The floor was opened to additional nominations. The following people were 
nominated: Calvin Christianson, Steve Terry, Ken Applehans, Harry Stai, Jane Kingzett, and David Schiotz. 
 
The newly nominated individuals moved to the Friendship Room to be informed by Pastor Wisner, representing 
the Nominating Committee, as to the expectations of Council members if elected. 
 
A motion was made by Arden Alexander to elect 12 members of Council and the length of each person’s term to 
be determined by the most received votes having three-year terms and the least amount of votes to hold the one-
year terms. The motion was seconded. Pat Brogan and Barb Lindberg spoke in opposition to the motion. No 
further discussion. Motion was defeated. 
 
A motion was made by Audric Buhr to establish the Church Council for 2011 with nine members. The motion was 
seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Nominations were opened for Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Assembly Delegates. With no nominations, Arden 
Alexander moved that the four Synod Assembly delegates be selected by the Church Council for 2011. The 
motion was seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Nominations were opened for the Luther Park Annual meeting representatives. No nominations were added from 
the floor. Nominations were closed. 
 
Nominations were opened for the Nominating Committee. No nominations were added from the floor. 
Nominations were closed. 
 
Nominations were opened for the Lutheran Campus Board. No nominations were added from the floor. 
Nominations were closed. 
 
Nominations were opened for the American Lutheran Homes. No nominations were added from the floor. With no 
nominations, the responsibility to select someone to serve will be given to the Church Council. 
 
Report of the budget was presented by Tom Johnson and Arvin Solsaa. The budget for 2011 is $390,224.66. 
Discussion followed. A motion was made by Tom Johnson and Arvin Solsaa to approve the budget. The motion 
was seconded. Motion carried. 
 
The vote for Council members and other positions was held via paper ballots. The tellers took the ballots for 
counting. A brief recess was held at 1:36 p.m. 
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Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, February 13, 2011 
(continued) 

 
At 1:50 p.m., the meeting reconvened with other new business. 
 
Arden Alexander moved for the adoption of the following: 
WHEREAS, there is widespread disillusionment by many Lutherans church wide, as well as within Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, it seems advisable to explore our options in regard to the possibility of severing our ELCA 
affiliation, and 
 
WHEREAS, time is of the essence to allow the many members who are considering leaving OSLC to delay their 
decision until this issue is resolved by the congregation making a final decision. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 
The congregation of Our Savior’s Lutheran Church directs the Church Council to: 
1. Organize a forum to include invitations to representatives of NALC (North American Lutheran Church) and 

LCMC (Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) to provide information to interested members of OSLC; 
2. Following these forums, offer our members a congregational meeting to discuss and vote on these options; 

and, 
3.  Further, due to our financial difficulties, withhold all synodical financial support to the ELCA until the above 

process is complete. 
 
Following the reading of the proposal, Penny Bostelman voiced an objection to the consideration of the proposal. 
With an objection on the floor, a two-thirds majority vote to agree (yes) or disagree (no) with the objection was 
required for passage. The voice vote was inconclusive. A ballot vote was then taken. Of 145 votes cast, 112 
agreed with the objection (yes), 33 disagreed (no). The objection prevailed. 
 
The results of the election were as follows: 170 members attending, 164 ballots cast, 83 votes were required as a 
minimum to be elected. Nine individuals had 83 or more votes. 
 
Election results: 

Church Council: Jenna Creaser, Barb Lindberg, Scott Barnhart, Mark Kalscheur, Troy Peickert, Ken 
Applehans, Amy Eitrheim, Lisa Brogan, and Calvin Christianson 
Northwest Synod of Wisconsin Assembly: to be selected by the Council 
Luther Park representatives: Dave and Amy Eitrheim 
Lutheran Campus Board: Kristie Olson 
Nominating Committee: Mary Anderson, Ted Bensen, Nola Westphal 
American Lutheran Home: to be selected by the Council 
 

A motion was made to adjourn at 2:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deanna J. Applehans 
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Interim Pastor Report 
 

Make the most of every opportunity for doing good i n these evil days. 
Don’t act thoughtlessly, but try to understand what  the Lord wants you to do. 

Ephesians 5:16-17  New Living Translation 
 
Paul’s counsel to the church at Ephesus also fits OSL, and any congregation at this point in an interim process, 
very well. 
 
Your Transition Task Force (TTF) is hard at work, striving to follow Paul’s advice, not acting thoughtlessly, but 
trying to understand what the Lord wants us to do. It is, after all, as your name most clearly indicates, Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church. Since it is His church, the task is to discern what He wants. You’ve been involved in providing 
input to the TTF through several congregational forums. At the most recent forum, you told the TTF that you 
valued speed more than input—in effect, to “get on with it” ASAP. We are doing so, meeting pretty much weekly, 
focusing solely to completing the Ministry Site Profile—the 14-page document required by the ELCA for all call 
processes. It is the TTF’s goal to bring the document back to you for approval in late February or early March. 
Should you approve that, it will go to the Synod office and they will begin seeking candidates to submit to OSL’s 
Call Committee. 
 
Today, at the Annual Meeting, you will elect that Call Committee. They will begin their initial work soon, so they 
are well prepared to act thoughtfully, on OSL’s behalf, seeking to understand which pastor the Lord is leading to 
OSL. It is, after all, as your name most clearly indicates, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. Since it is His church, the 
task is to discern who He wants to send here. 
 
While all that happens, you can wait patiently. Or, you can heed Paul’s advice to make the most of every 
opportunity for doing good in these evil days. Congregations in the interim process always say, “when do we get a 
new pastor”—“we need to hurry up and get a new pastor.” I don’t want to at all minimize or dismiss those 
concerns. I do want to ask you, even challenge you, to ask yourselves, “what do you want to do when you get a 
new pastor?”—and then to be about doing it now. Someone suggested a mission or service project in which many 
of us can be involved. You are a most gifted congregation. You don’t need, and I’m quite confident don’t want, a 
pastor to tell you what to do. So, what are you waiting for? Let’s “Make the most of every opportunity for doing 
good in these days.” Let me know how I can help. 
 
My report would not be complete without thanks to your staff—they are committed servants of Christ and this 
community. Please do express to them that the salary reductions in the proposed budget are a sad financial 
necessity and not any reflection whatsoever on the way you value them. 
 
Your Council—we started all new and they rose to the occasion admirably. 
 
The Transition Task Force—I often call their task “grabbing the octopus.” There are so very many aspects of the 
work of shepherding the transition time. They have given very generously of their time, wisdom, and skills. 
 
Those agreeing to stand for election to the Call Committee—it’s a big job with great responsibility. In essence, 
they choose your next pastor. 
 
And all of you—for your faithfulness in worship, your many hours of service in and through OSL, your expression 
of your faith through your monetary gifts, and your prayers. 
 
It remains an honor and a joy to serve you during this time of transition. 
 
Rev. Mark J. Hendrickson 
Interim Pastor 
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Church Council Report 
 
Colossians 3:15 &17 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called 
to peace. And be thankful. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
giving thanks to God the Father.” 
 
Being thankful to God is a common theme in the Bible. Literally hundreds of verses remind us to give thanks. 
Sometimes this is difficult. But as we look back on this past year as the Body of Christ, we are grateful for many 
things. It has been, and continues to be, thrilling to witness the many ways in which people stepped in and 
stepped up to minister to others. For all the difficulties we have been through in our recent history, we are still 
grateful and look ahead. Throughout this Annual Report you will discover many ways in which God is active and 
present in our congregational life. With God leading and guiding us, we can be confident of a bright future, full of 
hope and wonder. 
 
Your OSL Church Council first met on February 22, 2011 with all nine members newly elected at the Annual 
Meeting on February 13, 2011. At its first meeting, the Council determined terms of office and elected officers. 
 
 Ken Applehans  3-year term Vice president 
 Calvin Christianson 3-year term 
 Amy Eitrheim   3-year term President 
 Scott Barnhart  2-year term 
 Jenna Creaser  2-year term Secretary 
 Troy Peickert  2-year term 
 Lisa Brogan  1-year term 
 Mark Kalscheur  1-year term Treasurer 
 Barb Lindberg  1-year term 
 
Ken Applehans resigned from Council in September and Mark Kalscheur was appointed to fill the remaining two 
years of that term, with Scott Barnhart agreeing to fill in as vice president. At our annual meeting, the 
congregation will be asked to fill three, three-year open positions. We are grateful these people were willing to 
step forward into leadership roles during an unsettled time. 
 
A series of workshops entitled “Healthy Congregations,” were presented during the coffee hour between services. 
This program is intended to help congregations enhance their skills in functioning/being well together. Many 
people commented on how much they appreciated these sessions. Healthy Congregations gave people an 
opportunity to come together, to quell some anxiety, and to learn how to move forward. We are thankful many 
people took advantage of this helpful discussion and positive learning experience. 
 
A synod-sponsored event entitled “Walking Together,” was attended by several OSL lay leaders in March. This 
event offered small group presentations, worship, and a message from Bishop Duane Pederson that inspired and 
challenged us to become more mission-minded and more outwardly focused in our church ministries. We are 
thankful that the synod provides us with many resources. 
 
In early April, the Council held a Saturday retreat for a time of team building and planning for the future. Options 
were discussed as to how to move forward, organize, and complete the important work of preparing for a new 
pastor. A Transition Task Force (TTF) model for doing this work was determined to be a good way to accomplish 
this during this interim time. Desirable characteristics of team members, possible candidates to serve, and a TTF 
job description were subsequently discussed and approved. The TTF was commissioned in July and began their 
work (see report). We are thankful for the TTF’s dedication to shepherding OSL through the interim, and their 
willingness to use their time and talents. 
 
For devotions each month, Council members read and discussed Peter Steinke’s book Congregational 
Leadership in Anxious Times. Each chapter seemed to target some aspect of leadership that was timely and 
pertinent to our situation. The Council agreed that learning how to better lead and behave in anxious times, was 
helpful and enlightening. We thank Pastor Mark for suggesting this book and leading the discussion. 
 
After discussing several options on how to best serve the needs of youth in the interim, Interserve, an 
organization from the Twin Cities that places interim children, youth and family ministers throughout the area, was 
chosen to provide children, youth, and family ministry services. Peter Gallatin began work in August and has been  
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Church Council Report (continued) 
 
doing an excellent job of leading, supporting, and assisting in planning the future of youth/family ministry. We 
thank him for his leadership and skills, and for providing stability in our youth program. 
 
The Council recognized the need for supporting and, in some cases, revitalizing the various committees of OSL. 
Many people in several committees are continuing to do important work on behalf of our ministry (see their 
reports), and we thank them for their tireless efforts and energy. 
 
We are thankful for the thriving preschool, Sunday School, and Confirmation programs, and for the many adult 
leaders who give of their time and energy to this important aspect of our congregational life. 
 
The Finance Committee worked diligently to present a realistic, balanced, and attainable budget for 2012. This 
was possible through the generous pledges and monetary support of our ministries by our members. We noted an 
increase in pledge cards returned: 133 in all, compared to 81 last year. Also up was the number of parishioners 
who contribute via the electronic method of “Simply Giving”: 53 in all. We thank the Finance Committee for their 
work and the congregation for the increase in monetary support, making certain that our mission and ministry 
continues. 
 
The Council spent considerable time discussing the formation of a Call Committee. Skill sets, talents, and gifts 
were considered as we generated names of potential members. Also deemed to be important was wide 
representation of the congregation. Accordingly, length of membership at OSL, interests, involvement, age, and 
gender were also considered. It was the Council’s intent that a slate of names be presented to the congregation at 
the Annual Meeting for their consideration, with a Call Committee formed at that time. We thank the Call 
Committee, in advance, for their time and work in the upcoming year. 
 
Our Savior’s Lutheran is blessed with dedicated paid staff who diligently carry out their tasks with joy and a sense 
of ministry. We thank all of our paid staff for their caring, competence, and commitment to making OSL run 
smoothly and efficiently. 
 
The Council wishes to thank the congregation for their trust and patience as we journey together in this interim 
time. We thank everyone for stepping in and stepping up to do the many tasks, large and small, at OSL on behalf 
of our ministry. The renewed sense of volunteerism and ownership in OSL is apparent. We look forward to 
moving ahead together to do God’s work in this world. 
 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Amy Eitrheim 
Church Council President 
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Dear Friends, 

Another year has passed and I believe that we, as a congregation, are continuing to grow, learn, and move 
forward together. As we continue our time of transition, we might be tempted to anxiously look ahead to the 
future; however, I would like to take a moment to reflect on the present. 

2011 has been a year of much healing for many of us at Our Savior’s Lutheran. I believe that music is one of the 
greatest gifts that God gives us, for music has the ability to bring us closer to the divine. It is, after all, the 
universal language of mankind. Consider our children’s choirs, and those who sing so enthusiastically and without 
inhibition! Or Bell’s Angels, who have joined together with the bell choir of the First Congregational Church? How 
awesome that we can make such wonderful music together and continue to be a blessing for both congregations! 
A constant joy for me has been the contemporary praise band, “Voice of Promise.” It is an honor to play with such 
a group of talented musicians and vocalists on a weekly basis, and to offer a spirited worship service in addition to 
the traditional. The senior choir continually offers special music for the early service. Their musical selections 
work to support both the liturgical seasons and the preaching of the word. The musical groups of Our Savior’s are 
tiny family units; each dedicated to one another and who share in the unified vision of the music ministry in order 
to enhance our time in worship. 

Music continues to thrive in this congregation because of the wonderful people who consistently give freely of 
their time and talents. Once again, I would like to offer my thanks and praise to the members of OSL, the 
dedicated volunteers, the Worship Committee, and the staff. 2011 marks the 15th year that I have served as a 
church organist/pianist. What remains a constant are the wonderful people that make up the church; the family of 
believers striving to follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ and ministry that we all share. I am filled with gratitude 
and humbled to serve as your minister of music. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michaela Gifford 
Music Minister/Organist 



Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  2011 Annual Report 8 

Children, Youth, and Family Report 
 
I began at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church the end of August. The church and InterServe ministries joined in a 
contract to have me work 20 hours a week to help maintain the programs that are currently offered and to help 
vision for the future. 
 
Between January and September of 2011, many parents helped to get Sunday School, VBS, the mission trip, Jr. 
High Youth group, and other activities going. I thank you all for your time! 
 
Between September and December, here is what has been going on: 
 
In September, the Christian Ed Committee worked very hard to gather volunteer Sunday school teachers and 
begin to teach a new curriculum. The curriculum currently being used is Witness for the youngest children and the 
6th graders, and SPARK for the 1st-5th graders. SPARK has an online component that helps the teachers prepare 
their lessons quickly right from home. There is an abundance of bonus material that class is never dull. The kids 
begin each Sunday with Sing and Celebrate with Bill Broughton. This adds a great time for kids to learn new 
songs. 
 
We also got Confirmation off the ground. The seventh graders are going through the Bible and the eighth graders 
are learning about the small catechism. Tim Klingfus leads the seventh grade group, while Pastor Mark leads the 
eighth graders. I fill in for them if either is gone. 
 
We started Jr. High Youth group in October with a slow start, but now average about 15 kids each week. A clear 
favorite amongst the kids is Sardines. It is a hide-and-go-seek game where, when you find the hider, you hide 
with them until everyone has found the secret spot. 
 
During October, our Sunday School registration grew to about 125 kids! 
 
November and December: 
-The Youth and Christian Ed committees continued to meet and make sure our programs were on track. 
-Girls from the High School Youth group helped gather food for a family at Thanksgiving and gifts for Christmas. 
-The Stout Lutheran Campus Ministry sponsored a lock-in for the middle school youth of all three Menomonie 
ELCA churches; a good time was had by all! 

-The Milestones Committee needed to make some tough decisions going forward with the Baptismal chests. We 
have had some good progress in making the chests more affordable for us! 

-The Christmas program took place with practices on three Sundays leading up to December 18. The program 
was well received and the kids seemed to have a good time. 

 
COMING IN THE NEW YEAR: 
Now that the programs are being well maintained by volunteers and staff, our work is just beginning. The Youth 
and Christian Ed committees have already had one combined committee meeting to discuss the future of 
children, youth, and family ministry at OSL. We plan to meet a couple times a month until we have a good job 
description that will fulfill the needs of OSL’s mission to the families! 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Peter Gallatin 
Children, Youth, and Family Minister 
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Preschool Report 

Our Savior’s Preschool is in its 18th year of operation and with each year comes rewards and challenges. The 
rewards are the joy the staff has working with such wonderful children and families–working to help the children 
learn spiritually, socially, and academically. Sharing the love of a God who cares deeply for each child and each 
family is a privilege and an honor. 
 
This past year, Our Savior’s Preschool has been staffed by the following: 
Mrs. Lisa Brogan, Mrs. Kaye Wurm, Mrs. Andrea Winsand (from September to December), and Mrs. Tamara 
Borcherding. Each staff member brings her skills to the classroom to help the children become the best they can 
be. “Grandma Judy” (aka Judy Ferguson) comes into each classroom once a month to share a story complete 
with all the little pieces to make the story come alive. The T-Th class has even gone upstairs to share a song and 
listen to the story with the Tuesday communion people. 
 
Our Time for Twos class comes on Mondays and Wednesday, and always tries to get into the quilters and 
crafters group to say hi and see what they are doing. Thanks to the women for taking time to share with these 
little ones. 
 
The preschool continues to be blessed with wonderful donations from the members at Our Savior’s. From old 
cards to paper, from old jewelry to shoes, from toys to money, the preschool extends a heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation for such thoughtfulness! 
 
If you are looking for a way to be a part of the ministry that takes place in the basement, here are some ideas: 
 
 -come share a story with one of the classes, 
 -come sing a favorite song and teach it to the children, 
 -go through your toys and donate what you no longer use, 
 -consider making a donation to the preschool, or 
 -sponsor a child through a tuition scholarship. 
 
There is something that each of you can do each day for the preschool ministry–PRAY. Pray that God’s love and 
kindness is taught to the children entrusted to the preschool care. Pray that God’s story is told and the preschool 
children continue to tell the stories they hear each day. 
 
Thank you again for allowing this ministry to be a part of Our Savior’s. The families who attend continue to grow in 
the knowledge of God’s love for them. May the spirit continue to work in their hearts throughout their journey in 
life. 
 
Submitted by Tami Borcherding 
Preschool Director 
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Parish Nurse/Health Ministry Report �

I recently marked 10 years serving OSL in the role of Health Ministry Coordinator & Parish Nurse. I feel very 
blessed to have the opportunity to serve this congregation! Here are some highlights from 2011. 

The Health Ministry Team/Committee  meets every other month and acts as an advisory group as well as 
helping with activities. Members currently include Kay Yost, Pat Edwards, Lisa Brogan (Council representative), 
Megan Bayrd, Paul Horvath, and Peg Kolden. New members are always welcome! Special projects by the 
committee this year included collecting school supplies for Operation Outreach Afghanistan.  Twenty-one boxes 
were sent in June to OSL member Paul Horvath, deployed to Afghanistan as a part of this humanitarian outreach 
to local schools. An Endowment Fund grant covered shipping costs. Paul gave a report on his experiences with 
Operation Outreach at an adult forum in November. A Bed Net Project  was again co-sponsored during Advent 
with the Missions Committee to purchase family bed nets to be sent to Africa in the fight against malaria. A total of 
$800 was collected for 80 bednets! During Lent, requested items were also collected for The Bridge to Hope,  our 
local domestic abuse shelter. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry continued to provide a knitted or crocheted shawl to those who are at a difficult time in 
life. To date, more than 375 have been gifted to members, friends, family, and neighbors. If you are interested in 
helping with this “love-in-stitches” ministry, please stop by the office to pick up a kit with yarn and instructions. 
Thanks to Kathi Lehman for continuing her vital assistance over the years. To share a shawl, just stop at the OSL 
office and pick one up. An E-mail Prayer List  was begun in 2011. Please let us know if you would like to be on 
this list to receive periodic prayer requests. Also in Prayer Ministry,  12 families per week are prayed for by OSL 
staff. Kitchen Ministry, coordinated by Mary Langford, provided soup and other comfort foods to both members 
and non-members. Please help us share these gifts of love. Thank you to Our Savior’s Women for currently 
funding this ministry! Grief Ministry  provided follow-up care to members who have lost a loved one, including 
cards, calls, and letters during the first year. Thank you to Barb Johnson for her dedication to this ministry for 
many years. Each year, families are also invited to All Saints Sunday  services where a special candle is lighted 
in memory of their loved one. Healing Services  continued to be offered during Sunday worship.  

Home Communion  was shared with OSL members unable to attend Sunday services, with assistance from Lolly 
Baldus, Jeff Ohvall and Jan Willow. Community Worship Services  are held monthly at Dunn County Health 
Care Center (third Tuesday) and Comforts of Home Assisted Living (second Thursday). Thanks to Pastor Mark, 
Mary Langford, Elna Johnson, Gloria Kraemer, and Lynn Dickmann for their help. 

Blood Pressure Checks  were offered most months on Sunday mornings between services...thanks to Beth 
Mason, RN, for assisting with this activity. A Caregiver Support Group  continued to meet every other month 
during 2011. Health Education  included offering of No-Hassle CPR Classes  in March & August. To date, 
approximately 140 have participated. Bathroom Health Posters continue to provide information on a variety of 
topics. Women's Health Grapevine Project this year included presentations on domestic violence, mental 
health, and breast cancer to both members, as well as community groups. 

A new Community Outreach this year was the Free Health Day,  held October 15 at Menomonie Middle School. 
OSL was one of seven churches involved in planning and coordinating this event, which provided free health 
services to those uninsured or underinsured in our county. Twenty-two OSL members volunteered at the event. 
Plans include another Free Health Day in October 2012. I also represent OSL on Dunn County Health Watch, 
the Mental Health Interest Group and Taize Worship planning. This year, volunteers again traveled to Global 
Health Ministries  in Fridley, MN, to deliver health supplies, roller bandages and knitted baby hats…plus 
volunteer in packing and sorting supplies to be shared with hospitals around the world. 

Thanks be to God for blessing us with many opportunities to serve and many willing workers! 
 
Becky Kneer, RN 
Parish Nurse/Health Ministry Coordinator 
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Transition Task Force Report 

Members: Ted Bensen, Dan Debee, Amy Eitrheim, Elna Johnson, Laurie Knutson, Kris Lemke, Jeff Ohvall, 
Barbara Solsaa, and Pastor Mark Hendrickson 

1 Corinthians 12:27: 27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

Calling a new pastor is like an organ transplant to this particular body of Christ—the matching process needs to 
be done carefully to ensure the health of the body and avoid rejection. 

The Transition Task Force (TTF) was formed by the OSL Church Council “… to determine what tasks need to be 
accomplished before a new pastor is called.” Working in conjunction with the Church Council, the interim pastor, 
and the congregation, the goal of the TTF is to make OSL the healthiest and best partner in ministry that it can be, 
as well as to prepare the paperwork (Ministry Site Profile—MSP) needed by the Synod and the Call Committee to 
recommend and discern between candidates. 

We are in the midst of the “Call Process,” not simply a hiring process. A process by which we discern God’s future 
for OSL, not simply decide where OSL is heading. Discernment isn’t simply deciding, it’s about always being 
ready to ask questions, heeding the Holy Spirit …and then being engaged in living the answers. 

Pastor Mark Hendrickson arrived at OSL on Sunday, December 22, 2010. A new Church Council was elected on 
February 13, 2011. And the TTF first met on Sunday, June 26, and was installed on Sunday, July 10, 2011. In the 
wake of the Bridge Builder process and the departure of Pastor Harrisville, it feels like we have been in “interim 
time” for a LONG time, much longer than it has actually been. 

One of the first tasks of the TTF was to identify the issues facing OSL. Those issues were gathered from the 
congregation and presented at the Issues Forum on Sunday, August 29, 2011. Based on those issues, a road 
map was developed: OSL’s Interim Journey. As with most journeys, there have been detours, questions (“Are we 
there yet?”), delays, shortcuts, and fellowship. The upcoming stops on our interim journey are: 
 

·  Feb. 12 – OSL Annual Meeting; Call Committee elected. 
·  Feb. 12 – Pastor Todd Iverson, the assistant to Bishop Pederson, will be working with OSL on the call 

process, and will be with us to preach and lead a forum to share the Synod’s role in the call process. 
·  Goal of late February/early March – final draft of the Ministry Site Profile for congregational consideration. 

 
On behalf of the Transition Task Force, I would like to thank you for your prayers, support, and participation in 
OSL’s Interim Journey. I know that we are all hopeful and excited for our future; a future of dynamic and engaging 
ministry at OSL with a new partner. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Jeff Ohvall 
Chair – Transition Task Force 
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BIBLE STUDY 
 •Our Savior’s Women sponsors three Bible studies . Gather magazine is the resource for our Bible study. A 
new nine-session study from the Gospel of Mark began with the September 2011 issue. Two copies of this 
magazine are available in OSLC’s library for check out. Leaders’ guides were purchased for each group. 
 •Summer Bible studies are held jointly with other women from Menomonie area Lutheran churches. OSW 
hosted the June 9 Bible study. Pastor Kari Burke Romarheim led the study. We served over 40 attendees a 
nice brunch. 
 
GENERAL MEETING 
 •OSW’s Advent Gathering  was held December 8. All enjoyed a potluck lunch. Michaela Gifford accompanied 
us on the piano with Christmas carols. Dispersal of $5,000 profits from the Meatball Supper and craft sales to 13 
groups was approved. A Christmas monetary gift of $20.00 was distributed to OSLC staff and two Lutheran 
Campus Ministry Staff. Youth, Family & Children Minister Peter Gallatin explained the objectives of his interim 
position with OSLC. Children from OSL Preschool sang songs. A free-will offering of $69 was received. 
 
SERVICE PROJECTS 
 •A group of women met every Monday 8:30-11:30 at OSL church to sew quilts . Locally, 65 quilts were 
donated to Stepping Stones of Dunn County. Quilting Queens, that meet at OSLC, donated a quilt to Luther 
Park’s Annual Fall Fundraiser. 
 •International donations in October, via Lutheran World Relief’s Project Comfort, included 74 quilts,  44 
school kits, nine layette kits, 17 health kits, fiv e fabric kits, and five personal kits . A check for $304 was 
sent to cover the shipping cost for the quilts and kits. Project Comfort items are sent to people in need via 
overseas partner organizations poised to assist with distributing such. 
 •OSLC members continue to support fairly traded products  from international growers. Coffee, tea, candy, 
and cocoa are displayed in the main OSLC office and on the cart in the Friendship Room at little or no profit. 
Products were promoted via Easter Baskets. Income and disbursements for these items are run through OSW’s 
banking account. Over $1,000 worth of coffee was sold in 2011. 
 •OSW paid over $768 to furnish the quarterly publication, Christ in Our Home , free to OSLC members. 
 •Library Celebration Reception was held on Jan. 23 between services honoring Muriel Mikkelson retiring after 
25 years of service and Sylvia Nelson for 20+ years of service as Children’s Librarian. 
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Women of the ELCA Report (continued) 
 
 •OSW had a ThankOffering Service  on Sunday, October 9, where women greeted, ushered, and lectured at 
both services. The sermon was delivered by Barbara Solsaa. The offering of $535 was donated to the NW Synod 
of Wisconsin’s Women of the ELCA. 
 •OSW made three meals at Lutheran Campus Ministry’s Monday-night gatherings at the Big Blue House. 
 •OSW furnished two soup suppers  during Lent Wednesday nights. 
 •NEW! Polar Fleece mittens & scarves were made for Menomonie School District’s five elementary schools 
and Stepping Stones this November. Cotton jersey knit lined the mittens. A hat, mitten, and scarf tree was put 
up in December. Donations have been made to elementary schools and Stepping Stones. 
 •Over 180# of hamburger was made into meatballs in November. Gravy was added to the meatballs in pint 
and quart containers for sale to OSLC members. A profit of $705 was realized. 
 •OSW’s Sunshine Committee  sent birthday cards to OSLC members 80+ years old, sympathy cards to the 
family of members who passed away and to members who lost a family member, baptismal cards to families who 
had a family member baptized, wedding anniversary cards to members married 40+ years, get-well cards to those 
hospitalized or ill, and thank-you cards. 
 •OSW paid $130 to fund shipment of one suitcase of shoes to Kenya Africa via Nancy Rowe from 
Baldwin’s Peace Lutheran Church in June. 
 
FUNDRAISING PROJECTS 
 •Serving at the Ludington Guard Band Pie Social  was a new project. Luckily, OSLC got drawn for the 
“Circus Night” in July. We had spectacular weather and a tremendous crowd. OSLC members had a great time! 
We made almost $2,000. 
 •The Meatball Supper  was held Saturday, September 10, in OSLC basement. About 400 people were 
served. This event had OSLC family members working several days peeling potatoes and making meatballs. Pies 
were donated, buns baked. We made over $3,150. UW-Stout students in the international service organization, 
Gamma Sigma Sigma, had eight women waiting on tables and six men from Lutheran Campus Ministry cleaning 
dishes. 
 •OSW crafters  met every Monday creating various items for sale at the Harvest of Hands  Craft Sale . The 
sale took place at OSLC on Saturday and Sunday, October 15 & 16. About $1,000 of profit was realized. 
 •The famous Scandinavian Bake Sale  was held on Saturday & Sunday, December 3 and 4. Wednesday 
through Friday of that week, a group of hard-working people enjoyed fellowship while mixing, baking, and 
packaging wonderful Scandinavian treats. We made almost $1,500. 
 •OSW prepared and served food at six funerals  this past year. This netted over $455 in profit. 
 
OUTREACH PROJECTS – over $7,000 was given out in 20 11 with 39% going to international causes, 39% 
to local causes, and 22% to OSLC youth/preschool. 
 •Harvest of Hands Meatball Supper and Craft Sales profits of $5,000 went to : Missionary Support, $1,500; 
Stepping Stones of Dunn County, $1,000; ELCA Disaster Relief, $500; OSLC Preschool, $300; Luther Park Bible 
Camp, $300; ELCA World Hunger, $300; Dunn County Hospice, $200; OSLC Youth trip/national convention, 
$300; The Bridge to Hope, $150; Arbor Place, $150; Salvation Army, $100; Lutheran Social Services $100; and 
American Lutheran Home, $100. 
 •OSW also donated money  throughout the year and not previously mentioned: $599 to Stepping Stones of 
Dunn County, $300 to Luther Park Bible Camp for student tuition, $600 to OSLC’s Preschool, $500 to OSLC for 
Kitchen Ministry to make frozen meals for those in need, $500 to OSLC for electrical usage, and $200 to 
Synodical Women’s Organization Triennial Convention. 
 
JOIN US! 
 •An energetic group of fun-loving women continue to work weekly at quilting and crafting, monthly at 
Executive Board meetings and Bible studies, and at funerals, as well as many other events.  Want to get to know 
OSW?—join us for coffee fellowship Mondays at 10 a.m. in the Fireside Room at OSLC. We would love to have 
you join us in this and other ministries. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS  
 •OSW Executive Board members for 2011 were Donna Albrecht, President & Treasurer; Mary Busalacchi, 
Vice President; Susan Russo, Secretary; Mary Langford, Serving Ministry Coordinator; Kathy Hirsch, Mission 
Community, Cheryl Gilbertson-Merrill, Mission Growth; Judy Kirk & Kris Lemke, Mission Action; and Bible study 
contact people, Avis Smithback and Carol Egan. Thanks to Tom Johnson for auditing OSW’s treasurer books. 
�
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Children's Library Report 
 
Each Sunday, two Sunday School classes have begun visiting the Children's Library. The children are shown the 
location where books for their level--picture books though teen books and magazines--can be found. We review 
how to sign out books and DVDs, and where they should be returned. 
 
The Children's Library at Our Savior's provides our young people with a resource for information and enjoyment. 
The collection includes books such as Bibles, and Bible stories, which are not included in school and public 
libraries. Other books are fun stories to read, or titles concerning social issues, feelings, attitudes, illness, and 
death. Also included are DVDs and tapes, which are stored in the case in the adult library. Some family-type 
movies are also available. 
 
We rely on gifts and memorials to purchase new material and products to use with our computer. The collection is 
reevaluated periodically to weed out materials that are not being used. All donated materials are carefully 
screened to be certain they will fit well into our collection. 
 
We are open to questions and suggestions for improvement of our library. We are looking for a volunteer to do the 
processing of new books on the computer. We encourage families to stop in and browse to see what is there for 
you. 
 
Submitted by Sylvia Nelson, Children's Librarian 
 
 
 

Reading Club Report 
 
Our Savior’s Reading Club is open to anyone interested in reading. Meetings are held on the third Wednesday of 
the month, January through June and September through November, usually at 1 p.m. Each meeting consists of 
devotions, a business meeting (secretary and treasurer’s reports), a selected book review given by a Reading 
Club member, and social time with coffee and dessert served by club members. 
 
Each year, the Reading Club purchases books to review and donates the books to Our Savior’s library. In 2011, 
the Reading Club purchased seven books. 
 
In April, the Reading Club hosted a salad luncheon as a thank you to the Chippewa Valley Writers group for the 
donations they give to the Reading Club. The theme for the luncheon was My Father’s Promise. Members of the 
writers group shared their writings with us; each was unique and yet based on the theme. 
 
In June, Reading Club members enjoyed a potluck supper at the home of Marie Young. 
 
Books reviewed in 2011 were: 
 

·  January – “Katharina von Bora: A Reformation Life” written by Rudolf Markwald and Marilynn Markwald - 
reviewed by Sally Schendel 

·  February – “An Absence So Great” by Jane Kirkpatrick - reviewed by Barb Frey 
·  March – “Pearl of China” by Anchee Minn – reviewed by RoseAnn Husby 
·  April – “I Go to America: Swedish American Women and the Life of Mina Anderson” by Joy L. Lintelman – 

reviewed by Jeanne Leff 
·  May – “Dorie: Woman of the Mountains” by Florence Cope Bush – reviewed by Gloria Kraemer 
·  September –“ Heaven is for Real” by Todd Burpo – review/discussion led by Bo Gabriel 
·  October – “The Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet” by Jamie Ford – reviewed by Marie Young 

 
Submitted by RoseAnn Husby 
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Worship Committee Report 
 
Members: Ted Bensen, RoseAnn Husby, Kris Lemke, Jeff Ohvall (Chair), Troy Peickert (Council Rep), Michaela 
Gifford, Pastor Mark Hendrickson 
 
The Worship Committee meets on the first or second Tuesday of each month (depending on availability) at 
6:00 p.m. in the basement of the church. 
 
With all the changes at OSL, in both staff and in members, 2011 was a year of adjustments, presenting numerous 
opportunities to become involved. Pastor Mark’s interim ministry has brought new ideas (sermon PowerPoints) 
and allowed us to reexamine what we do for worship throughout the church year. 
 
That being said, OSL’s music ministry, led my Michaela Gifford, remained a constant. Our praise band continues 
to provide weekly contemporary worship at the 10:30 service. Rob Mondlock continues to direct the Senior Choir 
and provide their utmost for His highest. The Joy Choir, under the direction of Tami Borcherding, and occasionally 
joined by the Jubilee Choir, led by Kate Kasmarek, continues to be just that, a joy. And Bell’s Angels, under the 
direction of Apryl Price, now provides beautiful ecumenical and musical ministry with the help of Menomonie’s 
United Church of Christ congregation. 
 
Once again, OSL partnered with St. Joe’s Catholic Church for Thanksgiving service. 
 
Pastor Mark preached from the book “Bread and Wine” during Lent. 
 
Sharing the peace returned to OSL in 2011! 
 
Our summer worship schedule in 2011 consisted of one Sunday morning service at 9 a.m. 
 
In 2011, our partnership with Lutheran Campus Ministry grew and, among other things, they now worship with us 
on Sunday morning. 
 
Becky Kneer continues to do a wonderful job of coordinating quarterly ecumenical Taize’ services in our 
community. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jeff Ohvall 
Worship Committee Chair 
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Property and Management Committee Report 

Our committee of hard working and enthusiastic people, with the help of many other members of the 
congregation, was able to: 

·  Remove the old and plant new shrubbery and plants around the front entrance of our church, trim and 
prune existing shrubbery, and add new mulch where needed. 

·  Restripe the parking lot. 
·  Repair and install new handicap parking signs. 
·  Conduct an energy audit with the assistance of Focus on Energy. 
·  Complete routine repair and maintenance of our building and grounds. 

 

Our major goals for 2012 include: 
·  Replace all incandescent bulbs in the Friendship Room with compact fluorescent bulbs. 
·  As funding becomes available, replace all fluorescent lighting in the Rec Room, Preschool area, and 

hallways with more efficient T-8 bulbs. 
·  Complete the Facilities Use Policy revisions. 
·  Develop a long-range plan for major repairs, systems replacement, and updating of our buildings and 

grounds. 
 

Our sincere thanks to all who helped with, and supported, the work of our committee. 
 

Scott Barnhart  Dan Debee  Don Kuether 
Dave Bergstrand  Lori Debee  Mary Solberg 
Lynn Borcherding  Tim Frank  John Taylor 

 

Submitted by Don Kuether, Property/Management Committee Chairperson 

 
Mission Committee Report 

 

Committee Membership: Deanna Applehans, Joan Keller , Marge Kunkel, Mary Olson 
 

Missionary Sponsorship:  We continue in missionary covenant with Patrick and Jacqueline Bencke, who are 
ELCA missionaries serving in Japan. Patrick teaches English at the Kyushu Lutheran College and Jackie is 
involved in music ministries in Japan. Easter and Christmas greetings were mailed to them. They also kept us 
apprised of the developments following the tsunami/earthquake that happened early in this year. 
 

Malawi Companion Congregation: The Mission Committee applied for funds from the Endowment Fund and 
received assistance so that Shelly Creaser, a member of New Hope Lutheran in Downsville, could travel with a 
Synod Group to Malawi this past August. Shelly came and spoke to our congregation during a forum on Sunday, 
December 3. Her presentation about her travel to Malawi and her experiences was most interesting. Her talk 
provided an excellent kick-off to our annual alternate gift bed net drive to provide mosquito nets for Malawi. The 
collection bottle for food stations in Malawi remains at the altar for contributions throughout the year. 
 

Christmas Alternate Giving Endeavor: 2011 was the fifth year of our effort for alternate gift-giving, together with 
the Health Ministry Team. This drive took place during the Advent season with members of both committees 
staffing a table between services in the Friendship Room on Advent Sundays. The total collected this year was 
$800. 
 

Hunger Issues/Food Pantry Support/Bread for the Wor ld/CROP Walk/ Malawi Feeding Station Support: 
The mission committee continued to support assistance in these areas by: 

·  Promoting the Empty Bowls event held at Menomonie Middle School on March 5; 
·  Encouraging contributions to the “Quarters for Malawi” quarter boxes during Lent and continuing through 

May 2011; 
·  Encouraging contributions to the Dunn County Food Pantry, designating the second Sunday of the month 

as Food Pantry Sunday; 
·  Hosting the Dunn County CROP Walk, held annually in October. OSL was the starting point for the walk 

again in 2011, the last year of our three-year hosting commitment. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Marge Kunkel, Mission Chairperson 



Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  2011 Annual Report 17 

Technology Committee Report 
 
Committee members: Troy Peickert, Jeff Ohvall, and Tim Lehmann 
 
In 2011, following recommendations from the Finance Committee, the Church Council created the Technology 
Committee, bringing all technology-related issues and projects together under one committee. All technology-
related purchases will be approved by the committee to make sure there are no compatibility issues with existing 
computer equipment, as well as making sure we have the best possible pricing and that all new purchases fit into 
OSL’s technology plans. Following are projects identified since creation of the committee in the fall of 2011. 
 
Projects already completed: 
 1. Inventory and identification of all OSL computers and related equipment. 
 2. Dismantling of all old OSL computers and salvaging of all useful parts that could be used to either repair or 

upgrade existing OSL computers. Parts salvaged included hard drives, memory chips, sound and video 
cards, network cards, and CD/DVD drives. 

 3. Upgrading and/or replacement of older OSL staff computers. 
 4. Minor maintenance on OSL’s computer network. 
 
Projects currently being worked on: 
 1. Identification of various problems and issues that are affecting the overall performance of OSL’s computer 

network along with solutions for both the short term and long term. 
 2. Working with OSL staff to make sure all areas are working with the same database, ensuring that staff and 

volunteers are using the most up-to-date information available. 
 3. Installation of surge-protection unit directly on main electrical panels. 
 4. Creation of short-term and long-term technology plans for OSL. 
 
Future projects: 
 1. Implementation of OSL’s technology plans as funding becomes available. 
 2. Creation of a technology presentation to show where OSL currently is with respect to technology and where 

we would like to be in the future. The goal of the presentation would be to generate feedback from OSL 
members on different things they would like to see OSL doing technology wise. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Tim Lehmann, Technology Committee Chair 
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Mission Endowment Fund Committee Report 

Persons serving on the Mission Endowment Fund Committee are: Dave Bergstrand, Karen Fruit, Kara James, 
Don Kuether, Kathy Peickert, Pastor Hendrickson, and Mark Kalscheur(advisor) 
 
Grant applications received during 2011 were approved according to the guidelines of the Mission Endowment 
Fund. Five percent of the Fund ($32,423.00) was distributed: 
 
CAT 1 (Congregational support) 
 Youth Mission Trip Support.................................$2,200.00 
 Seminary scholarships ........................................$4,855.00 
 OSL Pre-school scholarships and support..........$3,855.00 
  Total (CAT 1) $10,910.00 
 CAT 2 (Local and Global Assistance) 
 OSL Pre-School Scholarships.............................$2,070.00 
 Habitat for Humanity Support (Zambia) .................$780.00 
 Afghanistan School Project ....................................$250.00 
 LSS Positive Avenues (Eau Claire) ....................$2,500.00 
 OSL Monday Quilter Support ..............................$1,000.00 
 American Lutheran Home ......................................$200.00 
 Stepping Stones of Dunn County...........................$880.00 
 Lutheran Social Services .......................................$620.00 
 Bridge to Hope .......................................................$500.00 
 Winter Haven/Stepping Stones...........................$1,055.00 
 Thursday Table ......................................................$600.00 
 Tuesday Table .......................................................$400.00 
  Total (CAT 2) $10,855.00 
CAT 3 (ELCA schools and camps) 
 Luther Park Counselor Support ..........................$2,500.00 
 Luther Park Programs............................................$880.00 
 Lutheran Campus Ministry (Program Support) ......$490.00 
 Luther Campus Ministry (Leadership Retreat) ....$1,000.00 
  Total (CAT 3) $4,870.00 
CAT 4 (ELCA Synod and ELCA Programs) 
 Mission Trip to Malawi............................................$400.00 
 Global Health Ministries ......................................$1,000.00 
 Living Water Mission Church ..............................$1,000.00 
 Missionary Sponsor................................................$860.00 
 ELCA Synod Support ..........................................$2,000.00 
  Total (CAT 4) $5,260.00  
 
CAT 5 (Special Projects & Programs) 
 Large-screen TV ....................................................$528.00 
  Total (CAT 5) $528.00 
 
  Grand Total $32,423.00 
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2011 Membership Statistics 
 

Baptisms: 
 4/24/11 Emily Guden 
 4/24/11 Kate Schofield 
 5/08/11 Parker Behrens 
 5/01/11 Allison Smeltzer 
 5/01/11 Josie Tkachuk 
 5/15/11 Ashton Wamboldt 
 5/15/11 Aiden Wamboldt 
 6/05/11 Eilyn Black 
 6/05/11 Clay Meriwether 

 8/07/11 Kinzleigh Cody 
10/02/11 Adrian Bondeson 
10/02/11 Anica Bondeson 
10/25/11 Sylvia Proudlock 
11/06/11 Eleanor Rintala 
11/13/11 Bennett Jaeger 
11/13/11 Aria McNaughton 
11/27/11 Mason Quilling 
12/11/11 Braylon Brantner 
 

 
Confirmation – May 1, 2011: 

 

Jaclyn Bischel 
Lenny Bollinger 
Jack Brenegan 
Kendall Clausen 
Christian Gorecki 
Haylee Green 
Brandon Hein 
Amy Hildebrand 
Grace Jacott 

Gabrianna Kelch 
Madeline Kelley 
Halle Knutson 
Reid Kraft 
Jedidiah Larson 
Brett Lindberg 
Mariyah Miller 
Amanda Oebser 
Kayla Olson 

Jacob Pember 
Jordan Peplinski 
Hunter Schuch 
Erin Sterk 
Madison Suckow 
Joshua Waddell 
Dana Waznik 
Bethany Westphal 
Lauren Wyss 
 

 
Marriages: 
 1/27/11 Jacob Utphall & Dawn Berg 
 4/30/11 Jacob Riek & Cassandra Peterson 
 5/07/11 Eric Arvidson & Jennifer Fruit 
 5/21/11 Kevin Hoff & Rayan Marion 
 7/30/11 Jennifer Case & Joel Thurber 
 

 8/20/11 Monica Sobottka & Phillip Gehrman 
 9/03/11 Heather Lehmann & Joseph Witts 
 9/09/11 Luke Schultz & Alyssa Busch 
10/08/11 Alyssa Smith & Justin Smith 
11/12/11 Marcus Sand & Ashley Drury 
 

Deaths:
 3/01/11 Dan Stougaard (non member) 
 3/31/11 Marlys Josephson 
 4/30/11 William Forster 

 4/09/11 Ruth Moen 
 5/17/11 Darlene Perry 
 7/05/11 Eugene Johnson 

 7/30/11 Mary Knapp 
 12/8/11 Mary Hegna 
 12/28/11 Randy McQuiston 

 
 
New Members Received 
None 
 
Outgoing Transfers/Releases 
Jeff, Julie, Drew, Kylie & Darren Adams 
Herb & Laurie Afdahl 
Arden, Ardes & Charlotte Alexander 
Steve & Ruth, Samuel & Jeremy Alf 
Marlene Backhaus 
Jim & Pat Bade 
Jane Bahr 
Linda Bark 
Joel, Joy, Isaac & Daniel Becker 
Nancy Beguhn 
Elmer & Diana Bentz 
Warde & Renee Brown 
Audric, Lisa, Tyler, Halle, Carson & Maxwell Buhr 
Jake, Jennie, Peter Cimino 
Todd, Dana & Justin Clark 

 
Lynda Cran 
Timothy & Karen Evenson 
Clifford & Ann Genzler 
Sherry Gibbs 
Roy, Mary & David Harrisville 
Jan Hastings 
Julie Hastings and Jada, Brenna & Macy Taylor 
Kevin, Catherine, Carissa & Kenya Henderson 
Evelyn Hofland 
Gerald Leff & Roberta Jeanne Holden-Leff 
Heidi Hughes 
Donna Ishii 
Jim & Leslie Jackson & Lacey Mickelson 
Jeff, Patty, Samantha, Isabella, & Chloe Jacobson 
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2011 Membership Statistics (continued) 
 
 
Outgoing Transfers/Releases (continued)  
Edward & Evelyn Jenson 
Kenneth & Orrinne Johnson 
Scott & Joan Johnson 
Emma Jorstad 
Bill, Krista, Madeline, Joselyn & Carolyn Kelly 
Jeff, Cheryl, Jordyn, Delan & Blane Keyes 
Pam Klaustermeier 
Sandra Kluessendorf 
Rochelle Kroening 
Charles & Maripat Krueger 
Eldon & Anita Larson 
Michael, Theresa, Megan & Trent Lauer 
Velma Lindow 
Marlys Link 
Kathy Link-Grieb 
Derrick, Casey & Jessalyn Mensing 
Marlin, Kelly, Mariyah, Samantha & Jamal Miller 
Deb, Amanda & Jessica Oebser 
Patricia Pernot 
Lloyd & Bonnie Peterson 

 
Joel & Sharon Radke 
Robert, Helen & Jacob Redlich 
Jack & Lois Sampson 
Bethany, Brett & Alexis Schindler 
David & Karen Schiotz 
Harold & LaVon Schlenker 
Bob & Patie Schultz 
Dale & Carol Seppa 
Kary, Jennifer, Nolan & Molly Smith 
Harry & Barb Stai 
Greg, Beth, Mitchell & Mikayla Stai 
Amanda Stevenson 
Bill & Jennie Stewart 
Terry & Connie Stokes 
Milo & Ruth Tappon 
Holly Wagner 
Dan & Kathy Werner 
Jon, Nola, Beth, Ryan & Kate Westphal 
Susan Zavada-Knaack & Katrina Knaack 

 
 
 
 

Data Baptized  Confirmed 
Membership as of December 31, 2010 1,828 1,337 
Received by Baptism (children) 17 0 
Received by Baptism (adult) 1 0 
New members received 0 0 
Youth Confirmed 0 27 
Deaths -8 -8 
Outgoing Transfers/Releases -161 -124 
Membership as of December 31, 2011 1,677  1,232 

 
 
2011 Average Weekly Attendance - 261 


