Decem!

npenings

%

/00
#1

&&

% +

$! !

#9$ % &'((__

oot I %
& & I
( & oo
Yo %
Y%
!
) " g

%& ‘(1) " $
* ) "
+ yEE—
)

I "#$# %




#1$" !
! %
#! $ %
&
( #
" )* %
+!
(
' /00
& .1
#2 #
‘030
S ( $#1(
56 % 1$_ ! 7 8# $% %
+ U (9 & +
+ 1/ ;*-k |$ *
7
- %
< < *2 1 =1
!
% 2
! >
* "2 !
! * o< 2 2 *
* $ !
% 1 | ! $
! ! * %
*%k "
$ ! I
" & % B
2 *
2 *$ $ !
|+ !$u * * % 2 2
! & * %
* | | *
22 2 & !
$ *
* !
4

$&




" # $ %
) *+ , H" ! #9 (( %-(. (-(. " / 0
- #1 1
2" (! 3 2(.1 4 3
24! 3 #
#
% &' #'
+ # # # | #
# 20 5 #6 + , B ('1(7 5)
I# 6 # (17 5) 8 6 # ((1(4 5) 8 6 # (&193
2" 50 #,6
18 : # #1 8 2 50 #,6 # "3
O #HHX, H#* - +-* i *H-
# Do# # #
# < # L # # #
# # #
- | #*,
0 0
0 #;-
0 # 0
0 #;-
0 # # 0 #
0 #;-
J+0 + #& *,0
0 0
0 #;-
0 # 0 #
0 #;-
0 # 0

0 #;-




JH&+. + #
) )
0 #;-
0 | | o
0 #;-
0 #;-
JE* 0.#-08&+ & -*#1
0
0 #;-
0
0 #;-
0

0 #;-




A

""#3%$% &%'
! " # $ % &
$ 1
( )
$ " # * 4,
. / 0 $ $ 1&
$
2 $ 3 &
4 516 -+1,-1-- 7*++893 " -+1,-1-- :12
; 7-<*=<8 ! 0 9
8+-8 & !
7,4+ ++ :
7> +++ "
; >? 8+8 $ 1" %
24 (!
|
# 1 14 | $
4 & % #
!
( $
' $ ( $
( $ @
A 2 "
B 4
C 0& D $ 0&
% 0 $ % ! ;
$ / % " E /
!
" $ 1C #
! & 4 8+-8
"D F E $ D <,3 $ 1"



!II #$ %&II |())ll *+,( $ _ -% _ /%Oo$
! "# $ % % $
& #'( & (') * $
+ ( ( ( -
) +
$
$ )
"
%
"0 1
2 1 "H#$%!
3 ! "#$%!
! ! H#H#S%E& #$%& $($&&  #)$%& #)$%& *$&&
+ #) #% ## , - -
! / 0 1
1t #
$ % %
% $ & ' ¢]

- % ( %" ) ZNE
0%+ % - )01 $ " Z 919
*2 " + $ N #$
. 3 ) % # !

I 41 /5//067897 4:85:8:6;;9
#<$ 41/597/69;9 = 7 ! & # !
3 40 0 5 L 2
3 | THAOKS
| ) | |
/| 6 7 8
9 @ﬁ T
/ 1 I "H$%&' (% )*$$
+ -
A |
4 8 3 9 :
(A - < ! 3
v 8 i
>
< - = >
7 .?2@ : ”
@= , 2(%47 %73




A
WoménELCA =2

24&4i&ii&ii&i&i&i&i&i&i&i&i&i&i&iﬁ
¥ 3 F 3
¥ 3 F 3
¥ 3 F 3
: ! :
£ # $ Y Eg
i b " $ i @& %& 8
& ! & !
£ £
FY Y Y YV YV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV YV YV YV VY VYV VY >
A
<
! # $ % 3
1*2 11 3 0 [
|
0 * 110 !
$ * 11 0 I
It #
'$ %
# |
& " # # (!
)
+ #1$")&) -./
4 5
- 0 5407, @ (/?
;% - ! \/‘ K @ é
< = ‘4 188
3 $ $ ! > 1|
#O1x 11& |
# !
$ 5767 3 % e
@ '5167826 ! #




() *+ :
- 0 - *1
() # 1
2™ 0 -
) *5 - )
6" *, 7 #
. , +"* 1 ) *
T X733 + 0%
14t 9"
+
3
/%
(™ + +
/
+ *1 ;
+ '+ *G" 4 /
A *3 ./
2" T *3 2™ /
1 *- 91) / T#

~No O



A Christmas Message From Bishop Pederson

ost of us will be in worship on

Christmas Eve. We'll listen to
Luke 2, the nativity account beloved by
most, and we will envision a manger scene
with animals and angels and three gift-
bearing kings. Our tradition creates a glow
around this scene — star light illuminating
the baby Jesus surrounded by the
adoration of various players in a holy
drama.

Our tradition has made it somewhat
crowded around the manger. Our tradition
tends to favor a cattle feeder in a wooden

The traditional image might be cherished
and lovely, but the sentimental image is not
necessarily what we need, even though it
may be what we like. The childis what we
need, and it may be that many of us who
celebrate the birth of Jesus needto
unclutter our picture of the manger a bit, so
that the Christ who came to save us can
actually get close to us; close enough to
allow the newbormn Jesus to unsettle our
lives.

For Jesus has a habit of embracing the lost,
the least, and the last, and calls us to do the

shed, not the possibility of a cave commonly same.

used as animal
pens. Never mind
that the angels left
after announcing the
birth: never mind
that no animals are
mentioned in the
story; never mind
that gift-bearing men
are not identified as
three or kings or that
they wouldn't make
an appearance until
much, much later. Yet, we crowd all of
these details and characters into a
sentimental image we hold about the birth
of Jesus.

Confession: | am not that sentimental. | am
perfectly content to remove the animals and
angels and three kings, and all the other
unattested, pietistic additions to the scene
of the manger, so that there can be room
for you and me!

You see, it's very comforting to crowd this
Christrmas scene with all kinds of pretty
images that make us feel good. But the
danger is that we fill that scene so full that
we don't really have to get ourselves into
the picture. 1 want you to get in there!

For Jesus
completely claims
us as his own, and
invites faith and
commitment
completely in him.

For Jesus reveals
God's grace in his
self-giving, and
bids us to share
this same
unmerited love with all. even the most
undesirable or difficult fo love.

There is no guarantee that this child is
going to bring you the warm fuzzies many of
us look for when we hear the Christmas
story, light the candles, and sing of a silent
night. But this child will bring you a sense of
God's nearness, a promise of love that will
never end, and meaning for your life that
sustains through thick and thin. Note that
the story itself doesn’t do that. The child
does. A story crowded with pietistic,
sentimental notions will not do this. The
Christ who calls you unto himself does.

Merry Uncrowded Christmas!

O AL board

ishop Duane C. Pederson
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On September 11" we held a
candlelight worship service at
Suidocho for the International Worship
Service, where we remembered the
10-year anniversary of the attacks in
the U.S. as well as the 6-month
anniversary of the earthquake and
tsunami here in Japan. We took this
opportunity to pray for peace in the
countries our congregants
represented that night, including
Indonesia, the U.S., China, Japan,
and Tanzania.

Hannah’s 3" birthday!

We continue to strengthen our
relationships with our neighbors. As
such, when we celebrated Hannah'’s
birthday, she emphatically requested
the presence of a couple of our very
good neighborhood friends. Small
social and cultural gatherings like
birthday parties or Christmas
gatherings can provide great
opportunities to bear a quiet Christian
witness.

Ouyr kids as missconaries

Our nine-year-old, Emilie, came home from school today with quite an amazing story
of witness. | would like to share it with you, paraphrasing as accurately as possible what she
told me. She said that it started with a conversation about Christmas. She was chatting with
a couple of friends and she said, “Well, you KNOW it’s not all about presents and Santa Claus,
right?” Her friends looked at her with astonishment, and asked in their local dialect, “Eh? No
way! Well then, what is it?”

At this point, she invited one other classmate into the conversation — a little boy who
(Emilie knew) attends the Catholic church in town. She and this little boy proceeded to tell the
story of Jesus’ birth and how He was a gift from God, which is why we exchange presents at
Christmas time — to remember the greatest gift of love from God. The two of them then went
on to tell the kids (I believe there were three other kids ‘in’ on this conversation) about how, first
of all, there aren’t various “levels” of hell (I asked about this — apparently, kids believe very
fervently that there are various “levels” of hell, perhaps influenced by anime and/or video
games?) and also how the gate to heaven is narrow but that all people are invited (yes, these
were Emilie’s words). Emilie said that she and this other little boy tried to explain that God is
so big that He holds the world in His hand and that He loved humans so much even though we
do bad things that He sent Jesus to earth to help us, and that Jesus died but he rose from the
dead, and that’'s why we can go to heaven.

| asked her how the kids she was talking to responded, and she said that they were
surprised, quiet, and listening hard, since they had never heard of Jesus or the real Christmas
story or any of that stuff about getting in to heaven by loving God. Besides the fact that they
couldn’t get over the fact that there weren’t multiple ‘depths’ or ‘levels’ of hell, she said they just
seemed to take it all in. | asked if it was hard, and she said it wasn’t, since all the kids were her
age. She said, “If they had been ADULTS, then it would’ve been WEIRD!” Later, after
school, the girl Emilie walks home with apparently asked her a lot of questions about the
Christian faith and what Emilie believes. I'm sure that as informative as it was for this other
little girl, it was probably a powerful experience for Emilie to be asked to affirm what she
believes to a friend. | don’t believe | was ever asked such questions when | was her age.

Emilie and this other little boy are the only two Christians in their class. |l imagine it
was quite something for them to tell these stories to kids who had never even heard the name of
Jesus before. It was one of those moments where | thought, “God can get the message out,
even if it needs to be through the words of a couple of 4t grade kids.” Now | am wondering, as
| write this newsletter, if you have any fun or interesting or amazing ‘kids testimony’ stories to
share. | would love to hear them!

Prayer Corner

We give thanks to God
for 3is promise to be
always at our side.

We give thanks for
friends and neighbors
who provide laughter
and love to us as we
continue to make our
Aome in Kumamoto.

“We continue to pray
for comfort for the
Kan family as they
grieve the loss of their
daughter, Masami.

“We pray for wisdom
and guidance for those
in leadership positions
within the Lutheran
institutions we serve.
May they listen
carefully to the
whisper of God and
make decisions that
reflect 3Him.

We pray that our
upcoming “Southeast
Asia” service reflects
the joy and fellowship
of our Christian
brothers and sisters
who live out their faith
in often difficult
circumstances. May
the service bring glory
to our Lord.
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