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Our Savior Women in Review for 2010

To mobilize women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
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As a community of women 
    created in the image of God,
    called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and
    empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
we commit ourselves to 
    grow in faith,
    affirm our gifts,
    support one another in our callings, 
    engage in ministry and action, and
    promote healing and wholeness
        in the church,
        the society, and
        the world.
BIBLE STUDY


•Our Savior’s Women sponsors three Bible Studies.  Lutheran Woman Today magazine is our resource for our Bible study. A new 9-session study, "The People of God: Unity in the Midst of Diversity," began with the September 2010 issue.  Two copies of this magazine are available in OSLC’s library for check out.  


•Summer Bible Studies are held jointly with other women from Menomonie area Lutheran churches.  OSW hosted the June 3 Bible Study.  Jenny Elliott led the study on being all you can be.  We served over 60 attendees a very nice brunch.
GENERAL MEETING


     •OSW’s Advent Gathering was held December 9.  All enjoyed a potluck lunch.  Christmas songs were sung intermittingly throughout the event.  Dispersal of $4,429 profits from the Harvest of Hands events, Meatball Supper and Fall Craft Sale to 14 groups was approved.  A Christmas monetary gift of $20.00 was distributed to OSLC staff.  Two students spoke on the Ministry at UW-Stout.  Lutheran Campus Pastor Kurt Larson was presented with ~$100 worth of kitchen supplies donated by OSW for The Blue House.  Children from OSL Preschool sang songs and passed out a small Xmas gift.  The free-will offering of $99 was given to the Stepping Stones of Dunn County (the Food Pantry!).
  SERVICE PROJECTS


•A group of women met every Monday 8:30-11:30 at OSL church to sew quilts.  Locally 34 quilts plus 16 blankets and 6 comforters were donated to Stepping Stones of Dunn County and 3 quilts to The Bridge to Hope.  We sold 20 quilts at OSL Church.  Crafters donated a quilt to Luther Park’s Annual Fall Fundraiser. 
     •International donations in October via Lutheran World Relief’s Project Comfort included 74 quilts, 54 school kits, 19 layette kits, and 28 health kits.  A check for $341 was sent to cover the shipping cost for the quilts and kits.  Project Comfort items are sent to people in need via overseas partner organizations poised to assist with distributing such. 
     •OSLC members continue to support fairly traded products from international growers.  Coffee, tea, candy and cocoa are nicely displayed in the main OSLC office at little or no profit. Income and disbursements for these items are run through OSW’s banking account.  Over $1,000 worth of coffee was sold in 2010.

•All women of OSLC were assigned to a serving group.  The 14 groups rotate in being asked to serve and provide cakes at funerals and assist with the Meatball Supper.

     •The kitchens were supported via purchases of new 100 new salad plates of Corelle’s Winter White pattern, for the basement kitchen.  This gives us a total of 200 salad plates which were needed for funerals with over 100 attendees when sandwiches and cake are served.  We already have 200 dinner plates that are used when hot dish is also served at funerals.  A supply of sanitary disposable gloves was purchased.  We also purchased and installed an automatic soap dispenser for the basement dishwasher.  A damper needed to be installed on the basement kitchen exhaust to keep out the cold air.  We purchased 20 new white coffee thermoses and 20 new water pitchers for the Friendship kitchen.  Old thermoses & water pitchers were sold for a $1.  

•OSW paid over $750 to help furnish the publication, Christ in Our Home, free to OSLC members.


•Printed OSW’s Yearbook with committee chairs, Bible Study Groups, etc.

   
•Between OSL Church services on most Sunday’s greeting cards, dish clothes & napkins were offered for sale for a slight profit.  The lovely wood display cart is on wheels for easy moving around and has a secure slotted box for money attached.

•OSW supported the Fall Harvest Festival for the Red Cedar Medical Center Volunteers on September 14.  Four women from OSLC helped by waiting on tables; 14 pies and 3 # coffee were donated and a roaster of scalloped potatoes was made.

     •OSW had a ThankOffering Service on Sunday, October 10 where women greeted, ushered and lectured at both services.  The sermon had 10 OSW acting out roles of women in the Bible.  Muriel Mikkelson wrote the script.  Kris Winter graciously allowed her costumes and accessories to be used.  The offering of ~$700 was donated to the NW Synod of Wisconsin’s Women of the ELCA.

•OSW’s Sunshine Committee sent birthday cards to OSLC members 80+ years old, sympathy cards to the family of members who passed away and to members who lost a family member, baptism cards to families who had a member baptized, wedding anniversary cards to members married 40+ years, get-well cards to those hospitalized or ill, and thank you cards.


•Purchased curtain rods & fabric (that was sewn up) for the north east windows in the Friendship Room.  During special church services the curtains provide relief from the bright sun shine.


•Bulletin board was installed under the sky light for women’s activities.


•Purchased 2 love seats for Fireside Room for $75.   


•Holly Wagner hosted in her home the two women from sister parish, Kasungu Central, Malawi Africa this spring.  OSW sent them off with notions and presents.  OSW continue to have a representative communicate with members of our sister parish.  A follow-up activity for OSLC members was the donation of shoes for our African sister parish.  We had a substantial response of shoes and suitcases resulting in 18 suitcases to be shipped and given to West Cap of Menomonie.

•Developed the activity, Junk-in-the-trunk sales for Friday during summer months.  Various OSL groups were to sponsor a day as a money raising event.  Only occurred twice due to lack of interest.

FUNDRAISING PROJECTS

      •The Meatball Supper was held Thursday September 16 in OSLC basement.  About 400 people were served.  This event had men and women working several days peeling potatoes and rutabagas and making meatballs.  Pies were donated, buns baked.  We made over $3,078.  Youth helped with set-up, serving and clean-up.
     •OSW crafters met every Monday creating various items for sale at the Harvest of Hands Craft Sale.  The sale took place at OSLC on Saturday and Sunday, October 16 & 17.  About $1,350 of profit was realized.  


•The famous Scandinavian Bake Sale was held on Saturday & Sunday, December 4 and 5.  Wednesday through Friday of that week a group of hard working people enjoyed fellowship mixing, baking and packaging wonderful Scandinavian treats.  We made almost $1,700.


•OSW prepared and served food at 20 funerals this past year.  This has netted over $1,300 in profit.

     •Butter braid breads were sold during Lent.  Butter Braids suggested a selling price of $10, but we charged only $9 and made a profit of almost $700.  
OUTREACH PROJECTS

     •Harvest of Hands Meatball Supper and Craft Sales profits of $4,415.00 went to:  Missionary Support, $1,500 which went equally to OSLC’s sister parish, Kasungu Central, Malawi ($750 via ELCA District) and Japanese Missionaries, the Benckes ($750 via Mission support); Stepping Stones of Dunn County, $950;  ELCA Disaster Relief, $400; OSLC Preschool, $300; Luther Park Bible Camp, $250; ELCA World Hunger, $200; Dunn County Hospice, $200; OSLC Youth mission trip, $150;  The Bridge of Menomonie $120; Salvation Army, $100; Lutheran Social Services $100; and Campus Ministry, $95; and American Lutheran Home, $50.

•OSW also donated money throughout the year and not previously mentioned: $700 to Stepping Stones of Dunn County (food pantry), $200 to Luther Park Bible Camp for student tuition; $800 for 20 confirmation students ($40 each) to attend Luther Park Bible Camp, $200 to The Bridge to Hope domestic abuse shelter and $60 to Synodical Women’s Organization Convention.


•OSW sponsored an attendee at Biannual ELCA Synodical Women Organization Convention on April 30 in Eau Claire, Wisconsin and ELCA Global Mission Convention in Eau Claire, Wisconsin.

JOIN US!

•An energetic group of fun-loving women continue to work weekly at quilting and crafting, monthly at Executive Board meetings and Bible Studies, and at funerals, as well as many other events.  Want to get to know Our Savior’s Women?—join us for coffee fellowship Mondays at 10AM in the Fireside Room at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church.  We would love to have you join us in this and other ministries.

BOARD MEMBERS

•OSW Executive Board members for 2010 were Holly Wagner, President; Connie Stokes, Past President; Barb Frey, Secretary; Donna Albrecht, Treasurer; Mary Langford, Serving Ministry Coordinator; Kathy Hirsch, Mission Community & Growth; Judy Kirk & Kris Lemke, Mission Action; and Bible Study contact people, Ruby Lestrud and Carol Egan. 
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